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B uilding upon the successes of 

last year's camp, the 2011 ver-

sion of the students' Culture Camp 

was a highly engaging and memo-

rable learning experience. The 

Vuntut Gwitchin Government 

(VGG) Education Department once 

again invited and encouraged the 

participation of the en-

tire staff of Chief Zzeh 

Gittlit School (CZGS) in 

the delivery of the Cul-

ture Camp. We were 

honoured to be in-

volved in such a part-

nership. Old Crow's stu-

dents get to develop 

their Gwich'in language, 

culture, and traditional 

land-based skills while also 

achieving territorial learning out-

comes. Such a rich learning ex-

perience is only possible through 

the shared vision and tremen-

dous community partnerships 

that have been strengthened 

over the past two years of this 

camp. I encourage 

you to read through 

the following pages to 

get a taste of the 

camp experience 

through the eyes of 

the future leaders of 

Old Crow. 

 

Mahsi' Choo, 

Steve Climie 

Old Crow's 

students get to 

develop their 

Gwich'in language, 

culture, and 

traditional land-

based skills while 

also achieving 

territorial learning 

outcomes.  
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Drin Tagwinaach’uu 
Gi’k’atr’aanjii 

A message from the Principal 
of Chief Zzeh Gittlit School 

Welcome to the 2nd Edition 

of the Push-Up Press 

F 
rom March 23 to April 9, stu-

dents, teachers, staff, and vol-

unteers were busy at VGG and 

CZGS’s annual spring camp at 

Whitefish Lake. We hope you en-

joy our ‘Push-Up Press.’ 

Important to Gwitchin tradition 

are muskrats and their push-ups, 

made of snow and plants. Place 

your trap in a push-up, and you 

may find yourself a tasty dinner, 

and some fur to sell! 

Spring 2011 



 

 

By Kerri Ceretzke, Contractor 

 

D 
id you know Culture Camp 

is only one component of 

the Old Crow Experiential Edu-

cation Project funded by North-

ern Strategy? Along with three 

years of camp programming, 

student guide booklets for Crow 

Mountain and Caribou Look Out 

were developed. 

 

Also in the works is a draft copy 

of a Field Trip Inventory of the 

area, so teachers and resource 

people can learn about and par-

ticipate in various traditional 

and western educational land-

based opportunities.  Resource 

development and  field trip in-

ventory were two of the main 

objectives of the Old Crow Ex-

periential Education Project. 

Here are 2 more objectives from 

the Northern Strategy project: 

 

1. Incorporating local re-

sources into experiential edu-

cation projects.  

 

In Year 2: Traditions, Geography 

& History Culture Camp – 5 local 

resources were used: People of the 

Lakes; How Did the Shanaghan 

Help Her People?; Who were 

Ch’eeghwalti’, Shahnuuti’ and 

Shahvyah?; Rampart House; and 

the Gwich’in-English Translation 

Booklet. Resources were devel-

oped by the Vuntut Gwitchin Gov-

ernment’s Heritage Department. 

Old Crow Experiential Education Project 

This was Year 2 of the 3 

year rotation for our an-

nual Culture Camp.  

 

Year 1 (2010) 

Traditions & Science 

 

Year 2 (2011) 

Traditions, History 

& Geography 

 

Year 3 (2012) 

Traditions, Arts & Trades  

 

 

** Year 2 logo developed 

by Dakota Foster & 

motto by Teryn Kassi 

2 

2. Facilitate community in-

volvement with students, 

School Council and parents to 

be involved in the planning and 

implementation phase along 

with sharing out the project 

results. 

 

In Year 2: Traditions, Geography & 

History Culture Camp – most re-

source people participated: Elders, 

VGG Chief & Council, VGG Heri-

tage, VGG Natural Resources, 

VGG Health & Social, VGG Rec-

reation, Parks Canada, local musi-

cians, RCMP, youth from White-

horse and more! 

By the end of the three-year 

planning and funding cycle 

(March 2012), Vuntut Gwitchin 

Government, Yukon Education 

and Chief Zzeh Gittlit School will 

have a great start at combining 

First Nation culture, land-based 

opportunities and western edu-

cation through the development 

of Culture Camp resources, the 

Field Trip Inventory booklet, in-

corporation of more local re-

sources, and increased commu-

nity involvement. 

 

Thank you to everyone for their 

assistance and enthusiasm!  

Yeendoo tthak gi’k’atr’anjii 

Northern Strategy: A partnership between governments 

Vuntut Gwitchin Government (VGG) and Yukon Education 

Yearly rotation >> 



 

 

After months of planning, 

weeks of ordering, and days 

of packing, we were finally 

loading up the sleds and 

machines, and heading out 

to Whitefish Lake. We just 

couldn’t wait to get to 

Camp! 

See you downriver!  

Heading out to Whitefish Lake Camp! 
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Kindergarten 

Grade 1-3 Class Grade 4-6 Class 

Grade 7-9 Class 



 

 

K indergarten pirates 

stormed the very 

snowmobiles that 

brought them to Culture 

Camp. Eyewitnesses say 

the students donned eye 

patches and called out 

"surrender your cookies" 

before attacking RCMP 

Corporal, Karen Olito.   

 

Once relieved of her 

sweet treasure, Olito was 

left unharmed in the 

snow.  The young pirates 

then stormed the camp's 

cook tent to share their 

<<<  An Allan Benjamin poem 

Pirates attack! 

plunder with the 1,2,3 

class. 

 

The rest of the 

morning was relatively 

quiet as the Kindergartens 

helped stack wood, played 

Camouflage and watched 

Stan Njootli Sr. skin a cari-

bou.   

 

This is the first year Kin-

dergarten has attended 

Culture Camp. No word 

from camp officials if they 

will be invited again. ☺ 

The smallest visitors come with the sweetest bootie 
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T 
rapping requires knowledge of 

the land, hard work, motivation 

and dedication. Over the 6 days at 

camp, students who demonstrated 

these attributes plus regular use of 

the Gwich’in language were re-

warded with ‘furs’.  These ‘furs’ 

were used for trading on the last 

day of camp at the Hudson Bay Jr. 

Trading Post (named by Darcy 

André-Josie). 

‘Furs’ ranged in price from $5 - $20 

and students earned about $115 - 

$185 (each) worth of furs in the 6 

days. Prior to trading at Hudson 

Bay Jr. students learned about 

Rampart House and how to barter 

for an item. Stanley and Kerri were 

the storekeepers at the Hudson Bay 

Jr. trading post. 

On the last day of camp an assort-

ment of items were available for 

trading including blankets, candles, 

tea, camping plates and cups, First 

Aid kits, gloves and much more. An 

example of a good trader would be 

Nathaniel Schafer. He had $180 

worth of furs and he received camp 

cup, camp plate, First Air kit, tarp, 

fork, knife, rope, matches, matches 

case and hot chocolate. Like any 

trading post some deals were 

better than others, but everyone 

Hudson Bay Jr - 
A Trading Post! 

left with useful items that will help 

them and their families. 
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Joke Corner! 
Q: How do you know if your clock 

is crazy? 

A: It goes "cuckoo!" 

 

Q: What's the best way to talk to 

a monster? 

A: From a distance! 

Q: How do you fix a broken to-

mato? 

A: With tomato paste! 

 

Q: Why do birds fly south in the 

winter? 

A: Because it's too far to walk! 

Q: What do you get when you 

cross a parrot & a centipede? 

A: A walkie-talkie! 

 

Q: Why couldn't the kid see the 

pirate movie? 

A: It was rated ARR! 

☺ � � ☺ � � ☺ 



 

 

By Nathaniel Schafer 

O n our last evening the 

girls were in a session 

called ‘Female Roles’, so 

Stanley took Marlon, Darcy and 

I dog sledding. David and 

Theraz went to break the trail; 

however, we found out that 

they took the dog harnesses 

with them! Now we can’t hook 

up the dogs. 

The good thing was we were 

able to pet them. We even 

named one dog ‘hyper’ in 

Gwich’in though. That dog was 

so full of energy! When David 

and Theraz returned we 

hooked the dogs up. It was 

pretty funny because Theraz 

tipped the sleigh. Once we 

were ready to go Darcy ran the 

dogs first then I went. It was 

lots of fun but very cold. 

Dog Power 
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Here’s a sketch that 

Sarah worked on 

during one of the 

free-time periods. 

Work-
book 

doodles 



 

 

Traditional & Personal Goal Setting 

Traditional Male & Female Roles  

Chief & Council for the Day! – Problem Solving 

Chief & Council Roles & Responsibilities 

Leadership Qualities 

High School Transitions Talk 

Beavers & Muskrats – A Trapping Game! 

Trapping Survey 

Trapping Technology (Tools) Over Time – 

Past Vs. Present 

Muskrat Trapping Oral Story & Retelling in 

Graphic Novel Format 

Trapping & Location – Traditional Knowledge 

Trapping & Location - Global Positioning Systems 

Area Mapping 

Compass Lesson 

Vuntut Gwitchin Settlement Lands 

Seasonal Activities – What needs to get done? 

History of the Fiddle 

Fiddle & Guitar Players at Camp 

‘How Did the Shanaghan Help Her People?’ 

Dene Games 

Gwich’in Hunting – Pre & Post Contact 

Rampart House  

Learning How to Trade & Trading Post 

Earning Furs! 

Snaring & Skinning Rabbits 

Building a Rabbit Fence 

Driving Rabbits 

Skinning & Cutting Up a Caribou 

Area & Crow Flat Place Names  

Pictionary & Charades! 

Traditional & academic 
activities completed by 
the Gr. 7 to 9 students 
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Tools over time 
By Darcy 



 

 

By Sarah Learn 

I magine if you were born in a 

‘regular’ town, and you did-

n’t know anything about living 

in the bush – never even con-

sidered it. Then you grow up 

into a teenager and was cast 

into a camp for five and a half 

days. This is what I did. 

Culture Camp was really tough 

for me, as I had never gone 

camping or even been out in 

the bush before. My canvas 

tent roommate was Melayna. 

Her and I were totally different 

people, as she was used to 

this, where as, I was not. 

I knew I would be in a tough 

situation considering the fact I 

would not have a shower for 

five days, nor any of my music. 

By Darcy  André-Josie 

W hen Marlon found a 

red plaque tablet (you 

know the ones dentists give so 

you check out your teeth), the 

boys decided to play a prank. 

The prank was going to in-

volve Marlon getting ‘hurt’. 

While Sarah was packing in 

wood, Marlon, Nathaniel and I 

went to do the prank. When 

Sarah was coming into the 

tent with wood, Nathaniel fake 

punched Marlon. Sarah started 

freaking out. She quickly went 

to get toilet paper for Marlon’s 

A “Week” Survivor 
I was in for a bumpy road and I 

could feel it. 

First thing that happened was that 

our fire went out in the middle of 

the night. It was INCREDIBLY cold 

in the tent.  I barely slept and I 

could not feel my feet . When Me-

layna and I went to the kitchen for 

breakfast I was so grumpy and 

feeling down. I tried my best to 

hide it. 

The next day got slightly worse, 

but then I was moved in with 

Kerri, my awesome teacher. After 

that my mental walls fell like part 

of the Great Wall of China. I broke 

down and I still felt like I couldn’t 

do it.  However, with encourage-

ment from my teacher and camp 

staff, I started enjoying myself and 

having fun in the last half of camp 

The things you, reader, need to 

know is this: You cannot just give 

up. Never give in. 

I know from experience that sub-

mission is not the way to live life.. 

By the end of Culture Camp, I felt 

so ….weird. Weird, like I’ve done 

something that should have been 

done a long time ago. I held on 

and I am proud of myself. 

‘ b l e e d i n g ’ 

mouth. When 

she gave the 

toilet paper to 

Marlon she 

said ‘here’s 

toilet paper 

and it’s clean!”.  

Then Sarah ran 

out of the tent 

to get Kerri.  

I was laughing so hard because 

Marlon had red dye all over his 

mouth and hands. Sarah then re-

alized it was a joke and laughed 

too. She looked relieved.  After 
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A camp prank 

awhile it got quiet in the tent so I 

left to the boy’s tent. I forgot my tea 

on the stove and all of the water 

evaporated. I had nothing to drink. 

Boo!  



 

 

Driving rabbits 
By Marlon Abel-Kendi 

S tanley Sr., Kerri, Darcy, Na-

thaniel, David, Melayna, Sarah 

and I were looking through 

“People of the Lakes”. We read 

“Ko’ehdunh” by Sarah Abel, and 

“Summer and Winter Caribou 

Fences” by Moses Tiyza.  It was 

really interesting. 

Stanley Sr. started explaining how 

to build a rabbit fence. First you 

cut willows. Then you start stick-

ing them in the snow vertically 

and making them into a line.  You 

create 2 lines with a space in the 

middle.   We made two (sort-of) 

perpendicular lines between 2 

lakes. When we started it was 

hard work. We cut down lots of 

willows, but eventually  it started 

to get less and less work. Then 

we were tired. We stopped work 

and went back to camp. 

Next day, Esau (Parks Canada) 

and Mitch (RCMP) came and 

helped. The work was easier than 

the day before. All the little holes 

in the fence were filled with wil-

lows. We couldn’t get through 

the fence! The day after Mr. 

Climie came to check out the rab-

bit fence. I asked Mr. Climie if I 

could borrow his video camera 

and he said yes. I wanted to tape 

the fence and how long it was!  

The next day we put up the net in 

the space and about 2 hours later 

we started the rabbit drive. The 

boys in my class guarded one side 

of the fence, whereas girls were 

on the other. Stanley and David 

were on snowshoe. Teraz and 

Mitch went on skidoo. 

We pushed on one-side. We got… 

nothing. We saw one rabbit but 

he escaped. We left the net out 

overnight to see if we would catch 

any rabbits and we got… nothing. 

We had no luck but worked hard 

and learned lots. 

L   A   K   E 

RABBIT 

FENCES 

SPACE 

(FILLED 

WITH NET) 
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L   A   K   E 



 

 

TTKTT: Top traditional knowledge tips today! 

W 
hile on the camp, students 

learned about trapping  

and location traditional knowledge:  

Nijin khyah deek'it goo'aii. It is so 

important to have knowledge 

about the land. 

Stephen Frost, Esau Schafer and 

Stanley Njootli Sr. spoke to the 

Grade 7-9 class on how not to get 

lost and how to be prepared. Here 

are the students' TTKTT (Top Tradi-

tional Knowledge Tips Today):  

• Look at the 

hills and 

know the 

land 

• Work 

together 

• Have a knife 

on you at all 

times 

• Always bring 

toilet paper 

and matches 
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Pre- and post-contact hunting methods 
By Marlon Abel-Kendi 



 

 

By Melayna Kyikavichik 

Senior Class Trading Day 
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V 
ickie Josie came out and talked with us 

about her sled dogs and dog mushing. 

Here are some commands to help you start 

running dogs: 

Hike/Mush/All right! Get moving 

Kissing sound: Speed up, faster 

Gee! Turn to the right 

Haw! Turn to the left 

Easy! Slow down 

Whoa! Stop 

On By! Pass a distraction/other team 

Helpful mushing commands  J-J-J-J  



 

 

By Percilla Charlie-Tizya 

O n our last evening at Culture Camp the 

class played tag. Chelsea and my sister 

showed up too. Chelsea played tag with us and 

it was very funny. I kept getting stuck in the 

snow – it was really deep in some places! 

When we were done playing tag we would go 

to the fireplace on the other side of the lake. 

After a snack and getting warmed up we would 

play Pictionary. Pictionary is where one person 

draws and the rest of the people try to guess 

what he or she are drawing.  After Pictionary 

we went across the lake and played tag again. 

Camp “Spirit” 
By Lexi Joinson 

T 
his year’s culture camp was 

fun! My favourite part of Cul-

ture Camp 2011 was Vicky’s sled 

dogs.  

Shaylene and I liked a dog named 

Spirit the most. My favourite 

things about her are that she is 

so calm and her name is so cool. 

Spirit is unique because she 

shakes-a-paw and thinks she is 

lap dog! 

Later in the afternoon  Vicky said 

that my class could take turns 

dog sledding with her five big 

dogs. My teacher told me to go 

first because I have experience 

running fast dogs. Also my dad is 

a dog musher. 

I felt very nervous since the most 

dogs I ran at once are three small 

dogs – not five big ones!  Then 

You’re IT! 

the brake, a hook,  

was not doing its 

job. When I lifted the 

hook and we started 

moving forward, the 

dogs looked so 

happy. 

 

They were going at a 

good pace until 

Aaron, who was sit-

ting in the sleigh, 

called out “Hah” to 

the dogs, which 

means  to go left,  to 

see what it meant. 

He could have just 

asked me!  

We ended up in the 

middle of camp be-

side the cook tent. 

All I wanted to do 

after that ride was sit 

at camp with Spirit! 
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And the “Spirit” lives on 
By Shaylene André-Josie 

O n Wednesday March 30th 

my class and I went down-

river to culture camp. It was lots 

of fun! Three days later my class 

went dog sledding. 

Lexi went first because she knows 

how to drive dogs. Aaron decided 

to sit in the sleigh. He was smil-

ing so huge because he was so 

excited. And they took off. Aaron 

decided to yell out “Hah!”. The 

dogs pulled Aaron and Lexi up 

the lake bank into the culture 

camp. It was funny because the 

dogs just kept going. 

Then it was my turn to drive the 

dogs. I was the last student. I 

wanted to do it but I was real 

nervous. Aaron and Teryn helped 

me to keep the dogs from run-

ning. When we hit lots of bumps I 

was bumping up and down on 

the sleigh. 

By William Connellan  

O n April 1st I arrived in Old 

Crow to live with my dad, 

Freddy Frost, for the month of 

April. When I got off the plane, 

my dad said they wanted me to 

come down to culture camp. I 

went home to unpack and pack. 

Three hours later my dad drove 

me downriver to the camp.  

The best part of camp was when 

we went muskrat trapping. I had 

never gone before and I really en-

joyed it! Stanley showed us how to 

chisel out the push up and get all 

of the slush out, and then how to 

First time muskrat trapping 

set the traps. Over two days we 

trapped four muskrats. I really 

had fun at culture camp and 

hope to go back soon. 

I was just laughing hard. When we 

drove past Stanley’s dogs Vicky 

hopped on the sleigh and 

stopped the team. She put all the 

dogs away but the whole class 

helped her. 
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By Cheyanne Kapuschak 

 

W hen I was at culture camp I 

had lots of fun. We had lots 

of good times when we were snar-

ing rabbits, muskrat trapping and 

dog sledding. We even got to play 

across the lake and that was fun. 

But something was even MORE 

funny! 

 

Madison, Percilla, Shaylene and I 

were in the tent then David came 

A (eerily quiet) April Fools joke! 
By Dakota Foster 

T 
yrone and I were at the youth 

centre watching a movie. I 

couldn’t go to camp because I 

had a broken arm. 

Saniz came in and said “do you 

guys want to come to culture 

camp?”. We said, “yes!”. It was a 

bumpy ride. When we got there 

we checked all the tents. 

Nobody was there. 

We waited for awhile. Saniz 

thought they were playing a joke 

on us because it was April Fools 

Day. Saniz even yelled out, “You 

guys could come out now!”. 

Nobody came out and we waited 

for an hour and half. We ended 

up going back to Old Crow. 

We found out later the kids were 

setting muskrat traps. That’s no 

joke! 

Good times 

in and smelled something. I told 

him that “someone farted in our 

tent,” and he laughed and said, 

“Can I fart too?”. We said, “No! 

You cannot fart in our tent!” 

Then I asked, “How can you 

stand the smell?”  He said, 

“mmm…”. We yelled out, 

“Gross!” 

 

David went out of our tent and 

then he “farted”. We all laughed. 
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Vicky’s dogs 
By Madison Graupe 

V 
icky’s sled dogs are so cute! 

Tuffy is the wheel dog on her 

dog team. The wheel dog is the 

dog that runs in the back. Tuffy  

loves catching snowballs and tak-

ing snow chunks out of your 

hands. Tuffy is part wolf, so his 

paws are huge and he is really 

fluffy. He is so calm! 

Vicky’s other dog is Sasha and she 

is a runner. She is very cute and 

very noisy! Sasha is real noisy when 

she doesn’t 

get atten-

tion. I love 

petting Tuffy 

and Sasha. 

Vicky’s lead 

dog is Spirit 

and Lexi 

loves her.  

Spirit can 

even shake a paw, but Tuffy 

and Sasha cannot. Vicky’s dogs 

are nice because when they are 

eating or doing something they 

1)  Boy’s Tent –  

Quote:   “ We even have sepa-

rate bedrooms made from 

rope and tarps!” - Darcy 

2) The Whole Camp 

Quote: “I can’t wait for next 

year’s camp!” - Sarah  

3) Snowshoeing 

Quote: “What a beautiful  

snowshoe in the sunshine!” – 

Marlon 

4) Building a Rabbit Fence 

Quote: “Wow did we make that 

fence long!” – Melayna 

5) Helping Others 

Quote: “It feels good to help 

others!” – Nathaniel 

Grade 7-9: Five favourite things about Camp 
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don’t bite! We went for a dog sled 

ride and Vicky’s dogs are really 

smooth runners. I felt like I was 

flying on a cloud. 



 

 

Here are some activities to test your traditional knowledge, lan-

guage, history and geography. ANSWERS ARE ON PAGE 31. 

Survey from the Grade 7-9 camp booklet 

ACTIVITIES >> 

POSITION WHO IS IT? 

Chief  

One of the councillors  

Executive Director  

Director of Natural Resources  

Director of Education  

Lands Branch Manager  

Education Support Worker (CZGS)  

Computer Support Technician  

Gas Attendant  

Heritage Branch Manager  

Heritage Researcher  

Community Van Driver  
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Chief Zzeh Gittlit 

Culture Camp 

Trading post 

Snowshoeing 

Traditions 

History 

Geography 

Wall tent 

Rabbit fence 

Trapping 

Chief 

Hunting 

Storytelling 

Snow sculpture 

Skinning 

Snaring 

Sledding 



 

 

Camp Crossword 

1. Porcupine River  _____ 

2. Crow River  _____ 

3. Mouth of Crow River _____ 

4. David Lord Creek _____ 

5. Driftwood River  _____ 

6. Fishing Branch  _____ 

7. Rampart House  _____ 

8. Crow Mountain  _____ 

9. Eagle River  _____ 

10. Hershel Island  _____ 

11. Bluefish Creek  _____ 

12. Whitefish Lake  _____  

13. Bell River   _____ 

14. Crow Flats   _____  

15. Burnt Hill   _____ 

16. Canoe River  _____ 

17. Ogilvie   _____ 

18. Lone Mountain  _____ 

19. Shaeffer Mountain _____ 

20. Shahtlan/2nd Mtn. _____ 

Match the Gwich’in and English place names 
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A. Teechik 

B. Van Tat 

C. Chuutsʼaii Nalkʼat 

D. Ni'iinlii njik 

E. Shriijaa Njik 

F. Chʼizhìn Njik 

G. Chʼoodèenjik 

H. Chʼicheechih 

I. Troochoonjik 

J. Chyàh Ddhàa 

K. Tlʼiyèenjik 

L. Chihshòo 

M. Chyahnjik 

N. Than Nathaʼaii 

O. Chii Vee Njik 

P. Chuu Choo Vee 

Q. Gwakʼan Choo 

R. Trʼihnjik 

S. Gindèhchìk 

T. Tsʼìizhùu 

Across 

1. łaii tlʼyah 

dadàachʼii 

4. han 

5. van 

6. geek'ii 

7. łuu 

8. łaii tsal 

9. geh 

10. zhoh 

11. dzan 

Down 

1. łaii tlʼyàa 

2. taii 

3. antlʼit 

4. tlʼeedik, 

vihzràii  

Use these Gwitch’in words to find the English words in the crossword. This 

website will help: www.firstvoices.com/en/Vuntut-Gwichin/words 
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Using cartoons to share Elder’s stories 
By Nathaniel Schafer 



 

 

Caribou preparation 
A highlight from camp this year was catching, 

skinning and eating a caribou.  We ate some 

fresh off the caribou, and even sucked out 

some of the bone marrow… dee-licious! 
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By Melayna Kyikavichik 

 

W hen Councillor Brandon 

Kyikavichik came to camp 

on March 24th, he talked about 

Chief and Council’s roles and re-

sponsibilities. Students asked 

questions about being a council-

lor and being a leader. Brandon 

gave us these information sheets 

about Vuntut Gwitchin Govern-

ment and on it was a list of the 

past 16 Vuntut Gwitchin Chiefs.  

 

We were encouraged to memo-

rize all 16 of them by Saturday at 

8:30 p.m. It was so fun! Nathaniel, 

Darcy, Mr. Climie, Stanley Sr., 

Kerri and I got them all right! We 

earned $50 in fur money for the 

Hudson Bay Trading Post. 

 

These are the 16 Chiefs of Old 

Crow. Here’s a challenge for 

you: can YOU memorize them? 

Chief Balaam Josie 

Chief Joe Kyikavichik 

Chief Peter Moses 

Chief Charlie Peter Charlie Sr. 

Chief Charlie Abel-Chitzi 

Chief Alfred Charlie 

Chief John Joe Kyikavichik 

Chief Johnny Abel 

Chief Abraham Peter 

Chief Alice Frost 

Chief Roger Kyikavichik 

Chief Robert Bruce Jr. 

Chief Randall Tetlichi 

Chief Marvin Frost 

Chief Joe Linklater 

Chief Norma Kassi 

Can you name the 16 Chiefs of Old Crow? 



 

 

By Aidan Kyikavichik 

 

T 
he best part about Culture 

Camp was muskrat trapping. 

We also caught a live rabbit in a 

snare and David had to kill it. I 

liked eating the chewy stuff from 

the caribou bones while we were 

skinning it. Yum, yum, yum! 

 

Colton, Cameron and I were really 

cozy in our sleeping bags. I was 

the warmest one! Skinning and 

stretching the muskrat pelt was 

good. I can’t wait until Culture 

Camp next year! 

Grade 1 - 3 Top Ten Favourite Camp Activities 
1. Setting traps, catching musk-

rat and finding a muskrat toe 

in one of the traps! 

2. Setting rabbit snares and 

finding a rabbit in one of our 

snares. 

3. The ‘Predator and Prey Sur-

vival Game’ 

4. Carving snow sculptures 

5. Skinning a caribou and eat-

ing the bone marrow 

6. Staying warm and cozy in 

our sleeping bags while the 

wind blew our tents on the 

last night 

7. Free time, exploring camp 

and playing tag 

8. Sliding on the hill 

9. Making maps and having a 

treasure hunt 

10. Skinning and stretching the 

muskrat pelt 

Why I loved culture camp  G  G  G  G  G 
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Let’s go Culture Camp, let’s go! 
By Allison Schafer 

I  want to go back to Culture 

Camp because I had so much 

fun ! The best part about camp 

was staying warm and cozy in 

our sleeping bags while the 

wind blew on our tent at night. 

Making snow sculptures and 

sliding on the hill was awesome. 

Muskrat trapping is cool too! I 

scooped the ice our of the hole 

so we could set the trap. I hope 

we go there again next year! 

By Candace Tetlichi 

 

I  had so much fun at Culture 

Camp. The best part about it 

was making snow sculptures. It 

was funny because in the 

morning I went for breakfast 

and Allison came running in to 

the kitchen tent and said, 

“Jocelyn! Candace! Something 

peed on your sculpture last 

night!” It was a puppy who did 

it I think! 

 

The other fun thing was play-

ing the Predator and Prey 

game. It was fun because you 

have to find food and water 

stations, and you have to try 

and stay alive and not get 

eaten by other animals in the 

game. I wish Culture Camp 

was every day. 

So many ways to have fun at Culture Camp 
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By Jocelyn Benjamin 

T 
he best part about Culture 

Camp was having some free 

time every day and going musk-

rat trapping. Going sliding on the 

other side of the lake was fun 

too! One of the puppies peed on 

the snow sculpture that Candace 

made. When we went to check 

rabbit snares there was a live rab-

bit and Cameron and I were sad 

David had to kill it. I had so much 

fun at Culture Camp. 

Come on 2012! 
By Tyra Benjamin 

 

I  had fun at Culture Camp. The 

best part about it was tag and 

the game called Predator and 

Prey. I liked to have free time be-

cause it was fun to play tag 

around the camp. Seeing the rab-

bit we snared and the muskrats 

we trapped was so cool. 

 

I liked sharing a tent with my 

teacher. She read us a bedtime 

story about snow geese migrat-

ing. We went sliding on the hill 

and skinned caribou too. I’m al-

ready excited about next year’s 

Culture Camp! 

So much to do, so much to see   S  S  S 
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Snow sculptures 
By Colton S. 

T 
he best part about camp was 

making the snow sculptures. 

My snow sculpture was Joker. I 

liked playing tag too! 
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An interview with Stan Njootli Sr. 
S tan Njootli Sr. is our enthusi-astic Education Support 

Worker and Culture Camp Elder. 

 

What were the highlights from 

Culture Camp this year? 

Well, all the help we got from the 

community, that was the high-

light. People were just willing to 

help out and be there. Also, the 

willing participation of the stu-

dents was good to see. They had 

great enthusiasm! 

 

What was new this year? 

We had lots of hands-on activi-

ties this year. We put in a rabbit 

fence with the Senior class, Parks 

Canada staff and the RCMP. We 

used axes to cut young birch 

trees and willows, and made a 

fence between two lakes to block 

the movement of the rabbits. We 

set snares along the fence to 

catch them. Then we skinned 

them out and ate them. 

 

When did camp start this year? 

Last year we had an early spring, 

so this year we started camp ear-

lier, in late March, just in case. But 

this spring was a normal spring, 

so the ice was good. It was a little 

cooler, like -25ºC, at night. 

 

For a multi-day camp like this, 

there must be a lot of planning! 

For sure. All along there was lots 

of talking with the Experiential 

Education Committee about how 

to connect traditions and geogra-

phy. A lot of the success of the 

camp was based on the personal-

ity and drive of the organizers. 

David Frost was hired as the 

Camp Coordinator. He’s energetic 

and on the ball, so that was 

great! There were lots of grocer-

ies to order, gear to organize, 

cooks to hire and volunteers to 

coordinate. It’s a learning curve 

working with new people each 

year, a learning curve for every-

one on board. 

 

Did you trap muskrats this year? 

We trapped muskrats again this 

year because that’s a Culture 

Camp main-stay. We set muskrat 

traps with the Grade 4-6 class 

and Grade 1-3 class. We skinned 

the muskrats out and talked 

about how they are trapped and 

used today. Elder Stephen Frost 

came out to camp to help teach 

the students about muskrat trap-

ping, and the history and impor-

tance of trapping to our people. 

 

What was the Trading Post? 

Trading Post ties in to the History 

part of the camp. Students 

earned paper money  throughout 

during their Camp week, and we 

kept reminding them there was a 

Trading Post  at the end of Camp 

where they would be able to 

trade for goods.  There was a fine 

line between  regular chores and 

extra ones students could do to 

earn trading money, things like 

keeping the tent clean, getting 

up early, participating in activi-

ties, and using Gwitchin lan-

guage. Prices were high at the 

Trading Post, so they needed lots 

of paper money! 

 

How did students connect Tra-

ditions and Geography? 

The Senior class worked on learn-

ing the Gwitchin names for the 

mountains and lakes. They could 

spell them out and write them 

down. That was good to see.  We 

worked with maps and talked 

about safety and direction when 

traveling in the wilderness. They 

were clever participants, and 

really good students! 



 

 

24 

Dear Abby, 

 

W ow – the weather sure can 

change quickly in spring 

time! A cool sunny morning can 

quickly turn into windy and 

snowy afternoon. It is hard for me 

to explain to my little son and 

daughter how to dress…I want 

them to stay warm and dry all 

day then they are more comfort-

able and will not get sick. Any 

advice? 

 Warm thoughts, 

 Ms. Bis Zee 

 

Dear Ms. Bis Zee, 

 

It is very important that children 

are dressed properly and they 

learn how to do it on their own. I 

found a great article on the Inter-

net called “How to Dress Like an 

Onion” from greatkids.outdoors. 

org and pulled out points that 

will help you. 

 

How to Dress Like An Onion 

 

Deb Williams has led trips to 

Nunavik for 20 years. 

 

Dress like an onion. Williams 

reminded me that clothing itself 

doesn’t make us warm. Our bod-

ies do that work. Dressing in lay-

ers — like an onion— creates the 

insulation, trapping body heat in 

channels of dead air space.  

 

Start with a wicking layer next 

to the skin. Tops, bottoms, and 

feet should be covered with a 

layer of polypropylene, silk, or 

wool. These fabrics wick moisture 

away from a child’s body, retain-

ing very little dampness.  

Next comes an insulation layer 

of medium-weight wool or pile to 

retain body heat. For colder tem-

peratures, add another layer of 

insulation, such as a down jacket.  

 

The final layer is an outer protec-

tive shell or jacket to protect 

against wind, water, or snow. 

This layer is extremely important, 

Williams explained. “If you’re let-

ting the wind in, it’s like having 

no layers at all.” Outer layers 

shouldn't be too snug — you 

want to create pockets of 

warmed air — but should close 

off airflow around wrists and 

waists to keep warm air in.  

 

Finally, Williams suggests kids 

take off any jewellery they 

might be wearing. “It’s easy to 

forget, but earring are metal 

which is a conductor of cold.” 

 

Give an extra hand. In cold 

weather, choose mittens over 

gloves for warmer hands. Mittens 

work on a “five musketeers” prin-

ciple (all for one, and one for all), 

warming each other more effec-

tively in one air pocket than 

separated. 

 

But don’t stop there: After an 

hour on the sledding hill, even 

the warmest pair of mittens is 

likely to be soaked from the in-

side or the outside. Pack an ex-

tra pair or stick back-ups in coat 

pockets. 

Start cool, stay dry. Wind is one 

enemy of warmth, but another 

enemy comes from within: sweat. 

Start out cool and dry in winter 

activities. Williams teaches chil-

dren to take the time to stop and 

remove layers if they get hot. 

Taking off a hat and stuffing it in 

a pocket for a few minutes helps 

avoid overheating. 

 

Another way to stay dry is to 

avoid wearing cotton next to 

the skin. “The saying used to be, 

‘Cotton kills,’” Williams said. 

“Cotton works so well in towels 

because it soaks up moisture and 

holds onto it — up to 60 percent 

of its weight. The fabrics used in 

wicking layers typically retain 

only 1 to 5% of their weight. 

 

Dry feet are warm feet. If boots 

or snowshoe straps are too tight, 

circulation is restricted and feet 

become chilled. It’s better to 

wear an extra pair of socks in 

roomy boots than to risk frostbite 

in tight ones.  

 

Felt boot liners should be pulled 

out and dried every night after 

being worn. Bringing boots inside 

to dry isn’t enough because rub-

ber on the bottoms of the boots 

traps moisture.  

 

Protect face and eyes with face-

masks and sunglasses or gog-

gles. Children being carried in a 

sled feel wind on their faces, too, 

without the extra warmth that 

comes from doing the work of 

moving. 

Advice column: Dressing for spring weather 



 

 

Camp Classifieds 
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Looking for wood carriers Must have 

strong backs and arms, thick gloves and love 
roasting marshmallows by the campfire! 

Looking for a good time?  Check out the 

sliding hill. Lots of snow, bright sunshine and an 
easy walk up. An even easier ride down! 

Job well done  Thank you to all the Culture 

Camp Chief & Councils for solving camp prob-
lems with patience and enthusiasm every day! 

Thank you for the meat donations  
Thank you to all the community members for 
moose and caribou meat donations. We ate well! 

Happy camper 
looking for an ea-

ger snowshoeing 
partner  Do you like 

to explore snowy lakes 
and quiet forests? Come 
with me and let’s see 
what we can find on the 
land around camp! 
‘Willow’ you join me? 

Found: countless helpful campers 
Thank you to all the students, staff and volunteers 
for all your ongoing help with camp chores and 
keeping camp clean! Camp looked GREAT! 



 

 

Interview with Councillor Brandon 
While out on the land, the Senior class interviewed Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation Councillor Brandon to find out 

more about local politics. Thanks Brandon for your great presentation and discussion at the culture camp! 

Darcy:  What does a councillor do?  

Answer: Take direction from the 

people and give good advice. 

Sarah: What have you learned? 

Answer: Geography, infrastructure, 

patience and endurance. 

Marlon:  What is the easiest part 

of the job? 

Answer: Writing and performing 

speeches. 

Nathaniel: How do you feel 

about your job? 

Answer: I like the challenge! 

Melayna: Do you like your job? 

Answer: I enjoy being part of 

the decision making and help-

ing to answer the big ques-

tions. I try best I can! 
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Step after fall after step 
By Nathaniel Schafer 

 

O n the first day of culture 

camp the senior class, 

Stanley Sr. and Kerri went to go 

geh snaring. We walked with aih 

on our feet. Darcy broke trail for 

the first quarter of the trail then I 

broke the rest. Step, sink, step, 

sink – whew! I was pouring with 

sweat! We set about seven gyah 

and we caught one geh out of it, 

which is better than nothing.  

 

Two days later Stephen Frost 

came out and showed us a cou-

ple snowshoe tricks, different 

ways to 

quickly take a 

snowshoe on 

and off, and 

other skills. 

 

Once Stephen 

was teaching 

us and he 

started run-

ning really fast 

on snowshoe 

and that made 

us laugh!  We learnt a lot 

from him, and Stephen was a 

lot of fun to have at Camp. 
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Culture Camp word collage from Grades 1-3 

Stephen joined the class daily – his 

stories, knowledge, skills and jokes 

were greatly appreciated. Thank you 

so much for enriching the Gr. 7-8-9 

camp. -- Kerri Ceretzke, Teacher 



 

 

V 
GG Heritage Branch is on the 

“Campaign trail”.  Oh no!  Not 

for an election, but more impor-

tantly for Gwich’in language pro-

motion here in Old Crow.  

 

Later on in the springtime, sreen-

dit hee, there will be Gwich’in lan-

guage posters, stickers and stand 

up billboards up in the commu-

nity, advertising Gwich’in lan-

guage.  

 

We would like to encourage peo-

ple of all ages to begin now to 

taking a step forward and making 

a big effort to learning Gwich’in.  

It is so important to hang onto 

Gwich’in Language Promotion and Advertisement 

Campaign “Shah Giniikhii” 
the language that we were all 

born with.  

 

Our ancestors used the language 

in their strong way of life; we need 

to carry that forward along with 

our culture and traditions.  

 

We have much to be proud of; 

our language needs to be in the 

forefront of that all the time.   

I acknowledge all language 

speakers – continue speaking, 

pass it on! 

 

Watch for the ad campaign post-

ers coming soon to the commu-

nity. 

Shik nokhwah ginjik zhit ginohkhii 

– always speak in your language. 

 

Mahsi’ 

Mary Jane Moses 
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T 
his is the prayer we would say together before each of our meals while at Culture Camp this year. 

Try this prayer at home before dinner tonight. Happy and thankful eating! 

K’agwaadhat jii shih nakweenjit nizii gwahtsii, nakhweek’agwaadhat Jesus Christ k’iighe’ Amen 

Culture Camp meal-time prayer 



 

 

Comments from our Vuntut Gwitchin 
Government’s Department of Education 

So what’s in the works for Culture Camp 2012? 

The focus to next year’s camp is Traditions, Arts & Trades. 

Tracy M. Rispin, Director 

G reetings to all of you!!  It is so 

nice to see the sun again and 

seeing another successful year of 

our Annual Cultural Camp, 

“Traditions, History & Geography 

2011”. This year’s logo & motto win-

ners were Dakota Foster and Teryn 

Kassi.  Talented students, I must say! 

I was away for most of the time this 

year’s Camp ran because I was on a 

special mission!  I welcomed my 

handsome grandson, Tiam Joshua 

Danny Skookum-Kassi into this 

world, on April 1st, 2011.  Kecia, Josh 

and their little bundle of joy are do-

ing well.  Soon Kecia will bring Tiam 

home here to Vuntut country. 

This year’s camp employed people 

from the community and at this time 

I would like to knowledge all the 

hard work that people put into this 

Camp to make it successful: 

People to thank include: 

VGG Education staff:  Loretta Itsi, 

Brenda Kaye, Jimmy Linklater & 

Stanley Njootli Sr. 

Old Crow Experiential Project 

Contractor: Kerri Ceretzke 

Old Crow Experiential Working 

Group Committee:  Robert 

Bruce, Lance Nagwan & Erika 

Tizya-Tramm 

2011 Camp Coordinator: David 

Frost 

2011 Camp Cook: Faye Elias 

2011 Camp workers: Billy Bruce, 

Phillip Rispin, Theraz Tizya & 

Vicky Josie 

C.Z.G. School staff: Principal 

Steve Climie, Kerry Donahue, 

Kathryn Lewis, Leona Kains, Kerri 

Ceretzke & Chelsea Charlie. 

Old Crow RCMP Detachment 

T 
his follows our 3-year plan for the annual spring culture camp. Year 1 focuses on Traditions 

& Science, Year 2 on Traditions , History & Geography, and Year 3 on Traditions, Arts & 

Trades. This means that the students in our multi-grade classrooms will have new experiences and 

learn new things each year they attend the camp,  right from Kindergarten to Grade 9! 

Q: 
A: 

Vuntut Park staff: Leila Sumi & 

Esau Schafer 

Community Resource people:  

Saniz Catholique, Darius Elias, 

Birch, Allan Benjamin, Harold 

Frost, Stephen Frost Sr., Marion 

Schafer, Mary Jane Moses and 

more! 

Just like last year, a debriefing 

meeting was held to go over the 

positives & suggested improve-

ments for next year’s camp.  Next 

year’s Cultural Camp theme is: 

Traditions, Arts & Trades 2012. 

A special Mahsi cho to Kerri for 

great work on this project. I look 

forward to working with you on 

next year’s Cultural Camp!! 
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Much to celebrate, jiggity jig! 

Survey from the Grade 7-9 Camp Booklet: 

Chief: Norma 

One of the Councillors: Brandon, Lorraine, Kathy, Margaret 

Executive Director: Gladys 

Director of Natural Resources: Lance 

Director of Education: Tracy 

Lands Branch Manager: Carl 

Education Support Worker (CZGS): Stanley or Kim 

Computer Support Technician: Michael 

Gas Attendant: Vernon 

Heritage Branch Manager: Megan 

Heritage Researcher: Mary Jane 

Community Van Driver: Earl 

     10 - 12 correct out of 12 >> Government EXPERT 

     6 - 9 correct out of 12 >> Government PROFESSIONAL 

     1 - 5 correct out of 12 >> Government AMATEUR 

Answers to activities on pages 16 and 17 

Grade 4-6 and 7-9 

classes enjoyed tradi-

tional fiddle music and 

fiddle history from fid-

dle and guitar players.  

Wood stove, treats from 

the cook tent, good mu-

sic, family and friends - 

it was a wonderful way 

to spend a Saturday 

evening. 

Thank you! 
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1. G 

2. M 

3. A 

4. K 

5. I 

6. D 

7. S 

8. C 

9. F 

10. P 

11. E 

12. L 

13. O 

14. B 

15. Q 

16. R 

17. T 

18. N 

19. H 

20. J 

Word Match 

Wordsearch: 

Across 

1. łaii tlʼyah dadàachʼii > dogteam 

4. han > river 

5. van > lake 

6. geek'ii > ridge 

7. łuu > ice 

8. łaii tsal >puppy  

9. geh > rabbit 

10. zhoh > snow 

11. dzan > muskrat 

Down 

1. łaii tlʼyàa > dog harness 

2. taii > trail 

3. antlʼit > valley 

4. tlʼeedik, vihzràii > riverbank 



 

 

OLD CROW, YUKON. 

Chief Zzeh Gittlit School 

Box 93, Old Crow, YT 

Y0B 1N0, Canada 

P: 867-966-3151 

F: 867-966-3702 

www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/chiefzzehgittlit 

Brainstorm Committee 

Esau Schafer 

David Frost 

Leila Sumi 

Mary Jane Moses 

Tracy Rispin 

Lance Nagwan 

Robert Bruce Jr. 

 

Working Committee 

Lance Nagwan 

Erika Tizya 

Robert Bruce Jr. 

 

Chief Zzeh School Staff 

Steve Climie 

Kathryn Lewis 

Patti Tetlichi 

Jane Montgomery 

Leona Kains 

Kerry Donahue 

Kerri Ceretzke 

 

Gwich’in Booklet Translations & Editing 

Mary Jane Moses 

Jane Montgomery 

Brenda Kyikavichik 

thank-you’s Very important 

David Frost, Coordinator 

Stanley Njootli Sr., Traditional Teacher 

Faye Elias, Cook 

Tracy Rispin, Director of Education 

Theraz Tizya, Camp Hand 

Billy Bruce , Camp Hand 

Vickie Josie, Camp Hand 

Brandon Kyikavichik 

Mary Jane Moses 

Peter Jickling 

Stephen Frost 

Norma Kassi 

Saniz Catholique 

Birch Kuch 

Louis Alain 

Esau Schafer 

Briana Tetlichi 

Nathaniel Schafer 

Karen Olito 

Marion Schafer 

Leila Sumi 

Phillip Rispin 

Allan Benjamin 

Harold Frost 

Clifton Nukon 

John MacDonald 

Drew Horbachewsky 

Chelsea Charlie 

Jimmy Linklater 

Yvonne André 

Lisa Joinson 

Camp Staff, Volunteers & Speakers 

And a big thank you to all community members who 

donated meat to the camp! 

MAHSI’ CHOO! 

to many very important people! 


